
Nothing deters WMU from demolishing structurally sound buildings of Historic East Campus: 
not the letter of concern from the National Trust for Historic Preservation, 

not the 1500 households displaying “Stop the Demolition” signs, not the thousands of signatures on petitions, 
not our offer to underwrite mothballing the buildings.

www.fohec.org

Rubble
Escalated demolition schedule 
targets structurally sound 
Speech & Hearing building first.  

FOHEC
Summer 2013

LETTER FROM THE FOHEC BOARD CHAIRMAN     8/12/13

Dear FOHEC member,
I am so sorry to be writing you this letter: this week decorative 
portions of West Hall’s walls began to disappear, North Hall is 
being stripped of its architectural details, and wrecking crews are 
finishing the destruction of the Speech and Hearing Building.
FACT CHECKING:  In January 2013 we learned of the University's 
plans to demolish all but the core of East Hall. WMU 
administrators said this was because the buildings were not 
structurally sound and they would be too expensive to maintain. 
We wrote and asked the Trustees for the breakdown of actual 
annual costs to maintain each of the buildings. We also asked for 
their estimated costs for the demolition of each of the buildings 
and portions thereof. We did not receive the information even 
though we repeated our request in April.         continued on page 2                                                                        
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Finally, but only after after a friend filed a request through the Freedom of Information Act, we learned the real 2012 
maintenance costs. Subsequently and in response to our long public information campaign, Dr. Dunn admitted on WMUK 
and in the Gazette in late June that the buildings really were structurally sound. Still he claimed that the cost of 
maintenance would harm students. Of course he never mentions the “cost” of the $2,200,000 demolition.

Meanwhile, the FOHEC Board of Directors continued to work to find a way to save all of the buildings of the historic East 
Campus in spite of WMU’s ever-evolving set of excuses and justifications.

OFFER:  Since we already had about $13,000 dollars in the WMU Foundation's East Campus Preservation Fund our 
Treasurer approached the Foundation's Director and asked if we could solicit additional donations to that fund to be used 
to cover the true maintenance costs for the buildings slated for demolition if they were "mothballed" for 12 to 18 months 
(probably less than $60,000 for North, West and S&H altogether). During that time FOHEC would participate with an 
open public committee to identify a qualified developer to secure the funding (including tax credit and economic 
development grants) for restoring the property to productive use.

REJECTION:  The WMU Foundation Director met with President John Dunn, Jan Van der Kley Vice President for Financial and 
Legal Affairs, and the University’s executive team to present our offer. We were informed that Dr. Dunn voiced two 
responses: [1] if FOHEC is capable of raising funds, why haven't they done it before, and [2] if Western agrees to 
postpone demolition, what happens 2 or 3 years from now? Dunn refused to consider our offer; a chain link fence was 
installed around the buildings, and the demolition crews began stripping the interiors.

Of course, neither of Dr. Dunn's comments was really a response to our offer. We proposed to raise the funds to cover 
maintenance, not to redevelop the buildings which Dr. Dunn has previously expected FOHEC to do; and if the university 
agreed to our proposal, within 2 or 3 years there would have been a viable program of redevelopment for each building 
or that building would be demolished. Nevertheless, the university maintained that it was too late for any such 
communication, and they would proceed with their demolition plans.

TRUSTEES MEETING:  The Trustees met on July 18th at Bernhard Center. One private individual spoke for concerned citizens and 
pointed out that they have posted 1500 FOHEC yard-signs and over another thousand FOHEC bumper stickers. The 
Students for East Campus held a curb-side rally and their former Co-Chair pleaded with the Trustees and Dr. Dunn to halt 
the destruction of the students’ heritage.

As the Chairman, I spoke for the Friends of Historic East Campus and for the 1100 members across the state, most of whom 
are alumni of WMU. I pointed out that the maintenance costs that Dr. Dunn so frequently cited were those for the buildings 
as they were all presently being used. They do not represent the far lower costs it would it take to maintain the buildings if 
they were mothballed.

I repeated our offer to secure the funding actually needed to maintain the buildings so that our community, working with 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation and others, would have an opportunity for meaningful discussion. Open 
discussion from which we could develop a vision for the use of the buildings that would attract donors and accrue grants 
and tax credits in a timely fashion; uses that would serve the students, and would be a welcome solution to an unfortunate 
and unnecessary situation that has escalated beyond the wishes of many of us.

ANOTHER REJECTION:  However, the University turned down FOHEC’s offer to raise funds to maintain the Historic East Campus 
buildings and postpone demolition. We still believe that adaptive reuse of the historic East Campus buildings - not just the 
core of East Hall - would have benefitted students, our community and the University.

We have lost much of that opportunity forever.

WHAT’S NEXT:  There are now only a few historic buildings still standing. Memorial gardens have also been destroyed.  We 
see our continuing mission to save and protect what remains.  Please let me know how you feel.  In the meantime, FOHEC 
will  proceed by advocating on behalf of East Hall and also on behalf of Vandercook and Spindler Halls across Oakland 
Drive. If you go to www.FOHEC.org you can connect to me directly on the Contact FOHEC page.

Thank you for your tireless and sincere efforts to Save East Campus for future generations.  

Sincerely yours,

                                                                                                                   

David S. Brose, Ph.D. chairman

Please renew your membership. Write check 
for $10 payable to FOHEC and mail it to:
     FOHEC
     PO BOX 19734
     Kalamazoo MI 49019 
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Go to www.fohec.org for updates on demolition and on-going FOHEC initiatives
At the time of wrting, West Hall will be demolished 

next (probably by the time you receive this newsletter), 

and North Hall will come down in early September (if not 

sooner)!  As mentioned in the letter from Board 

Chairman David Brose, FOHEC’s stated mission 

includes advocacy for all of the buildings in the 

East Campus National Historic District.  Brose 

has asked you to to send your thoughts on the 

Board’s initiative to protect the remaining 

historic buildings.  This includes East Hall where there is no 

guarantee that the architectural integrity of the building 

will be maintained; and no guarantee that the entire 

building will be retained and renovated.  It also 

includes other historic buildings shown in the 

graphic below.  The best way to contact FOHEC 

is thru the link on the website or by mail 

directed to:  FOHEC Chairman, PO Box 

19734, Kalamazoo MI 49019. 

BUILDINGS GONE FOREVER EAST HALL WALWOOD VANDERCOOK SPINDLER

You can’t hang
on once there’s 
nothing there!

STILL AT RISK
Plans are in-
complete and 
do not promise 
full reuse or 
architectural 
integrity.

POTENTIAL RISK
If offices 
move into core 
of East Hall, 
we wonder how 
and if WMU 
will maintain 
Walwood.  

AT HIGH RISK
No statement 
regarding 
adaptive reuse 
or any plans 
for reuse of 
this vacant  
property. 
HIGH RISK. 

POTENTIAL RISK
Currently has 
no dedicated 
purpose;it’s a 
mixed-use 
building ripe 
for neglect.

HOT SPOTS

VANDERCOOK HALL :
NEXT ON THE DEMO LIST ?

Does WMU create a demo list by 
deliberate neglect:  missing slate, broken 
windows, rubble and supplies scattered on 
floors through interior, destructive ivy on 
exterior such as found at Vandercook Hall? 

1500 protests

Memorial Gardens Mashed

While FOHEC does not have access to the grounds, 
we do have photographs taken thru the chain link 
fence  revealing that heavy equipment has crushed 
the Horvat Memorial Garden paid for by a special 
FOHEC fund. 
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STUDENTS FEEL MISLED Student activists 
have noted that many students now feel 
misled by WMU spokespersons.  

WMU threatened tuition increases for 
maintaining what they erroneously 
portrayed as hoplessly unsuitable and 
antiquated buildings. However, the 
seldom mentioned $2.2 demolition cost 
would have maintained the Campus 
buildings for almost nine years.  

Students  wonder aloud why WMU 
seems to have kept the existence of 
historic East Campus a “secret” during 
their orientation.

✓Student Nicole Thebo reports 
that at a recent rally, a 
contingent of students arrived 
who were hostile to  the 
preservation effort (and the tuition 
increase they were sure it would 
precipitate) only to survey the 
East Campus themselves and to 
become supporters of Save East 
Campus. 
✓A recent grad of WMU 
attended FOHEC’s August    
Board meeting to share WMU’s 
response to her comments on 
demolition.  WMU compared 
itself to “other universities” such 
as MSU, mentioning the demolition of 
(only) one building on the MSU campus 
while ignoring over a dozen other 
historic buildings that have been 
maintained and continue to be used at 
MSU. 
✓Sadly, some students and a surprising 
number of community members tell us 
they no longer trust WMU.                                                                   
                                      

Whether is’s true or not, many feel 
there has been an on-going campaign 
of disinformation designed to support 
an as-yet unstated agenda. 

In a perfect world, your FOHEC Board 
could have become an agent for 
reconcilation.  In the world we live in, 
your FOHEC Board will continue to be  
a best Friend of Historic East Campus.   

Students 
for East 
Campus

FOHEC
PO Box 19734

Kalamazoo MI 49019

demolition cost:  Executive 
Director of University 
Relations Cheryl Roland 
confirmed that demolishing 
the three buildings (S & H, 
West and North Halls) will 
cost $2.2 million.


